Tuesday 8 October 2019
Sanctuary Adelaide Zoo, 1 Plane Tree Dr, Adelaide SA 5000
$100, including lunch, morning/afternoon tea, and a copy of
the Blended Conservation Finance Reference Guide

8:00 - 8:30

Registration, tea & coffee

Warming up for blended conservation finance

10:30 - 11:00

Morning tea

Developing the initial blended conservation finance concept

Building a strong investment opportunity

12:45 - 13:45

Lunch

Pitching the deal

Afternoon tea served during next session

16:30

Event closes

Victoria Marles, CEO, Trust for Nature Victoria
Victoria joined Trust for Nature as CEO in 2009. In addition to her responsibilities at Trust for Nature, she is on
the steering committee of the International Land Conservation Network and the Australian Business
Biodiversity Initiative. Previously, Victoria served as Victoria’s Legal Services Commissioner, Chief Executive
Officer of the Legal Services Board, and the Deputy Telecommunications Industry Ombudsman.
James Bentley, Associate Director, Natural Value, National Australia Bank; Trustee, Trust for Nature (Victoria)
James is an experienced environmental economist having worked in UK government and international
consulting firms and Australia’s largest irrigation company providing advice on water resources and carbon
market economics, environmental policy and natural resource risk management.
Carl Palmer, Managing Director, LegacyWorks
Carl is a member of the steering committee of the US Conservation Finance Network. Carl has a rich history in
impact investing to generate financial returns, conservation results and community benefits. He co-founded
impact investment firm Beartooth Capital which provides capital and advice to ranch owners in the American
West, and now consults through his organisation LegacyWorks to help communities, agencies, non-profits, and
funders achieve their goals.
Marnie Lassen, Conservation Markets Manager, Trust for Nature Victoria
Marnie manages Trust for Nature’s Revolving Fund, Biodiversity Offsets Program, conservation finance
initiatives and policy work. She has participated in The Nature Conservancy’s Coda and Barbara Thomas
Fellowship program and the Kinship Conservation Fellows program in the United States. Before moving into
the conservation sector, Marnie worked as an environmental and planning lawyer in the US.
Dr Adrian Ward, Conservation Finance Advisor, Trust for Nature Victoria
Adrian has 15 years’ experience in both the private and public sectors in managing businesses and providing
advice and training centred on environmental markets and natural capital. Previously, he worked with many of
Australia’s leading scientists in overseeing the Wentworth Group’s natural capital work, and led
conservation finance initiatives in Australia and internationally. Adrian is CEO of Accounting for Nature and has
a Bachelor of Business, Post Graduate Certificate in Energy Economics, and a PhD in Environmental Finance.
Jane Hutchinson, Executive Director Strategy and Innovation, The Nature Conservancy, Australia Program
Jane’s role at TNC is to leverage capital markets and funding sources to help solve the most pressing
conservation challenges in Australia. Before joining TNC, Jane was the Executive Director of the Australian
Land Conservation Alliance, and CEO of the Tasmanian Land Conservancy. Jane has a combined Science
and Law degree, and was the 2016 Tasmanian Australian of the Year.
Nigel Sharp, Founder, Tiverton Agricultural Investment Fund
Nigel Sharp is an Australian biodiversity conservationist, and environmental landscape and business manager.
Nigel builds and invests in “nature-friendly” businesses with the intent of tangible, positive impacts on nature
and the community. Nigel is a director of Tiverton Rothwell Partners, Mt Rothwell and Odonata.
Henry Tepper, Instructor, Harvard University
Henry has played a direct role in the protection of almost one million acres in the US and Latin America. He
consults on a land conservation initiative in Chile, and the creation of a Gulf of Mexico conservation and
restoration loan fund. He worked for 14 years for The Nature Conservancy as state director in New Hampshire
and New York state. Henry currently serves on the boards of the Tierra Austral Land Trust in Chile and the US
Friends of Canadian Land Trusts, and the advisory committee of the International Land Conservation Network.
Ben Krasnostein, Principal and Managing Director, Kilara Capital
Ben is Managing Director of Kilara Capital, a deal origination and investment management business. Kilara’s
vision is to transform food, energy and land-management systems to ensure that they are resilient,
regenerative and ecologically responsible. Kilara’s current projects and pipeline include opportunities in
irrigated horticulture, aquaculture, protected cropping, renewable energy and carbon farming. Ben has circa 20
years of experience across corporate advisory, legal advisory, commercial transactions and deal structuring in
a variety of industry sectors and is also a private investor via his family office.
Simon Turner, Manager, PlanetRegen
Simon has extensive fund management experience with several globally leading managers including Bluecrest
and Kempen where he managed $1bn+ for over 15 years. More recently, Simon has developed his investment
management experience to align with his passion for leveraging capital to protect and rebuild natural capital at
a global scale whilst generating strong returns for investors. He is a Chartered Financial Analyst and holds an
MSc in Carbon Management.
Kristine Anderson,
Australian Environmental Grantmakers’ Network
Kristine works with environmental funders to connect and share with each other while building their capacity to
achieve environmental change. She has over 20 years’ senior experience in the for purpose and corporate
sectors, spanning Australia, Asia Pacific and the UK, including leadership roles in innovative philanthropy
organisation Social Ventures Australia, and global strategy firm Booz & Company. Kristine has a Bachelor of
Business and a Masters of Business Administration, and is working towards her Masters in Environmental
Management.

