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20 December 2021 

 

Australian Government 
Department of Agriculture, Water and the Environment 
GPO Box 787 Canberra 
ACT 2601 
By Email: CBDAustralia@awe.gov.au  

 
Dear Ms McMorrow, 

Re: Submission to the Preparation of the Australian Delegation position for the Post-2020 
Global Biodiversity Framework 

The Australian Land Conservation Alliance (ALCA) welcomes the opportunity to provide this detailed 
submission to help guide and assist the Federal Government’s upcoming negotiations on the Post-
2020 Global Biodiversity Framework. As the peak body for Australian private land conservation, ALCA 
has an obvious and keen interest in helping to secure ambitious biodiversity, ecosystem and 
environmental outcomes for the Australian community and the globe. 
 

About the Australian Land Conservation Alliance  

ALCA represents Australia’s leading land restoration and conservation organisations working with 
landholders on privately owned and managed land across Australia. Together, ALCA’s members 
represent a substantial and growing voice in Australia’s land management sector. Our eleven 
members are: 

 Australian Wildlife Conservancy  

 Biodiversity Conservation Trust NSW  

 Bush Heritage Australia  

 Greening Australia 

 Landcare Australia  

 Nature Foundation SA  

 Queensland Trust for Nature  

 South Endeavour Trust  

 Tasmanian Land Conservancy  

 The Nature Conservancy Australia  

 Trust for Nature (Victoria)  

ALCA land conservation efforts stretch across over 3 million square kilometres with more than 3000 
landholders. We have over 50,000 supporters and our combined annual turnover exceeds $200 
million. Together we work to support some of the most pressing conservation issues across the 
country – including tackling invasive species and managing national environmental biosecurity threats, 
restoring endangered ecosystems, and building the protected area estate.  

 

Detailed guidance for the Australian Delegation position 

Proposed texts against Goal A, Milestones A.1 and A.2, and Targets that fall within ALCA expertise 
and priority have been provided below. 

Further, we strongly urge the Government to consider adding NGO representatives to the formal 
Australian delegation to further bolster its technical capacity and resources in negotiations. 
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Original text Australia’s proposed changes 
Ideal proposed changes by ALCA, including: 
New text: in bold 
Deletions: in bold and strikeout 

Goal A   
The integrity of all ecosystems is enhanced, with 
an increase of at least 15 per cent in the area, 
connectivity and integrity of natural ecosystems, 
supporting healthy and resilient populations of 
all species, the rate of extinctions has been 
reduced at least tenfold, and the risk of species 
extinctions across all taxonomic and functional 
groups, is halved, and genetic diversity of wild 
and domesticated species is safeguarded, with at 
least 90 per cent of genetic diversity within all 
species maintained. 

[Natural functioning of all ecosystems is 
enhanced, supporting healthy and resilient 
populations of all species.] 
 
** If wording that relates to the rate of 
extinctions is retained, we propose that the focus 
on the ‘rate of extinctions’ should be on the ‘rate 
of direct human caused extinctions’ because 
events outside of our direct control, such as 
extreme weather events can impact on 
threatened species and increase the risk of 
extinction. 

The integrity of all ecosystems is enhanced, with 
an increase of at least 15 20 per cent in the area, 
connectivity, and integrity of natural ecosystems, 
supporting healthy and resilient populations of 
all native species, the rate of extinctions has 
been reduced at least tenfold, and the risk of 
species extinctions across all taxonomic and 
functional groups, is halved. This means the loss 
in area and integrity of all natural ecosystems is 
halted by 2030 and restoration actions are 
underway to reverse the loss in area and 
integrity in all natural ecosystems. In addition, 
human-induced species extinctions are halted 
from 2030 onwards, the overall risk of species 
extinctions is zero by 2050, and genetic diversity 
of wild and domesticated native species is 
safeguarded, with at least 90 per cent of genetic 
diversity within all native species maintained. 

Milestone A.1   
Net gain in the area, connectivity and integrity of 
natural systems of at least 5 per cent. 

Net gain Increase in the area, connectivity and 
integrity of natural systems ecosystems of at 
least 5 per cent and resilience in vulnerable 
ecosystems is improved. 

Net gain of at least 5 per cent in the area of 
every ecosystem whose area is depleted, and 
net gain in connectivity and integrity of natural 
systems of at least 5 per cent in every 
ecosystem, and halting further decline of highly 
intact or high conservation value ecosystems. 
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Milestone A.2   
The increase in the extinction rate is halted or 
reversed, and the extinction risk is reduced by at 
least 10 per cent, with a decrease in the 
proportion of species that are threatened, and 
the abundance and distribution of populations of 
species is enhanced or at least maintained. 

The increase in the extinction rate is halted or 
reversed, and the extinction risk is reduced by at 
least 10 per cent, with a decrease in the 
proportion of species that are threatened due to 
direct human activities, and the abundance and 
distribution of threatened populations of species 
is significantly enhanced or at least maintained. 

Biodiversity loss and the increase in the 
extinction rate is halted or reversed, and the 
extinction risk is reduced by at least 10 per cent, 
with a decrease in the proportion of species that 
are threatened due to direct human activities, 
and the abundance and distribution of 
threatened populations of species is significantly 
enhanced or at least maintained. 

Reducing Threats to Biodiversity 
Target 1   
Ensure that all land and sea areas globally are 
under integrated biodiversity-inclusive spatial 
planning addressing land- and sea-use change, 
retaining existing intact and wilderness areas.  

Ensure that all land and sea areas globally are 
under integrated biodiversity-inclusive spatial 
planning addressing land- and sea-use change, 
including identifying priority ecosystems for 
restoration and conservation, improving their 
connectivity and retaining existing intact and 
wilderness areas. 

Ensure that all land and sea areas globally are 
under integrated biodiversity-inclusive spatial 
planning and policy addressing land- and sea-use 
change, including identifying priority 
ecosystems for restoration and conservation, 
improving their connectivity and retaining 
existing intact and wilderness areas. 

Target 2   
Ensure that at least 20 per cent of degraded 
freshwater, marine and terrestrial ecosystems 
are under restoration, ensuring connectivity 
among them and focusing on priority 
ecosystems.  
 

Ensure that at least 20 per cent of degraded 
freshwater, marine and terrestrial ecosystems 
and their connectivity are under restoration and 
or restored, ensuring connectivity among them 
and focusing on priority ecosystems. 

Ensure that at least 20 per cent of degraded 
freshwater, marine and terrestrial ecosystems 
and their connectivity are under restoration and 
or restored, ensuring connectivity among them 
and focusing on priority ecosystems of particular 
importance for biodiversity. 

Target 3   
Ensure that at least 30 per cent globally of land 
areas and of sea areas, especially areas of 
particular importance for biodiversity and its 
contributions to people, are conserved through 
effectively and equitably managed, ecologically 
representative and well-connected systems of 
protected areas and other effective area-based 

Ensure that at least 30 per cent globally of land 
areas and of sea areas, especially areas of 
particular including all areas of high importance 
for biodiversity and its contributions to people, 
are conserved through effectively and equitably 
governed and managed, ecologically 
representative and well-connected systems of 

Ensure that at least 30 per cent globally of land 
areas and of sea areas, especially areas of 
particular importance for biodiversity and its 
contributions to people, are conserved through 
effectively and equitably governed and 
managed, ecologically representative and well-
connected systems of protected areas and other 
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conservation measures, and integrated into the 
wider landscapes and seascapes. 

protected areas and other effective area-based 
conservation measures and integrated into the 
wider landscapes and seascapes. 

effective area-based conservation measures and 
integrated into the wider landscapes and 
seascapes, ensuring that at least 20 per cent 
globally of land areas and of sea areas is under 
Protected Area Status and 10 per cent through 
Other Effective Area-based Conservation 
Measures (OECMs). 

Target 4   
Ensure active management actions to enable the 
recovery and conservation of species and the 
genetic diversity of wild and domesticated 
species, including through ex situ conservation, 
and effectively manage human-wildlife 
interactions to avoid or reduce human-wildlife 
conflict. 

Ensure active management actions to enable the 
recovery and conservation of species and the 
genetic diversity of wild and domesticated 
species, including through ex situ conservation 
actions, and effectively manage human-wildlife 
interactions to avoid or reduce human-wildlife 
conflict and/or disease transmission. 

Ensure active management actions to halt 
biodiversity loss or reverse biodiversity decline 
and enable the recovery and conservation of 
species and the genetic diversity of wild and 
domesticated species, including through ex situ 
conservation actions, and effectively manage 
human-wildlife interactions to avoid or reduce 
human-wildlife conflict and/or disease 
transmission. 

Target 6   
ALCA supports the approach as outlined by the Invasive Species Council. 
Target 8   
Minimize the impact of climate change on 
biodiversity, contribute to mitigation and 
adaptation through ecosystem-based 
approaches, contributing at least 10 GtCO2e per 
year to global mitigation efforts, and ensure that 
all mitigation and adaptation efforts avoid 
negative impacts on biodiversity.  

Minimize the impact of climate change on 
biodiversity, contribute to mitigation and 
adaptation by accelerating nature-based 
solutions, through ecosystem-based approaches, 
recognising the significant potential of these 
efforts to reduce emissions and to increase 
resilience to climate impacts contributing at 
least 10 GtCO2e per year to global mitigation 
efforts, and ensure that, wherever possible, all 
mitigation and adaptation efforts avoid negative 
impacts on biodiversity. 
 
 

Minimize the impact of climate change on 
biodiversity, contribute to mitigation and 
adaptation by accelerating nature-based 
solutions, through ecosystem-based approaches, 
contributing at least 10 GtCO2e per year to 
global mitigation efforts, and ensure that all 
mitigation and adaptation efforts avoid negative 
impacts on biodiversity. 
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Tools and solutions for implementation and mainstreaming 
Target 18   
Redirect, repurpose, reform or eliminate 
incentives harmful for biodiversity, in a just and 
equitable way, reducing them by at least US$ 500 
billion per year, including all of the most harmful 
subsidies, and ensure that incentives, including 
public and private economic and regulatory 
incentives, are either positive or neutral for 
biodiversity.  
 

Redirect, repurpose, reform or eliminate 
Incentives harmful for biodiversity are being 
redirected, repurposed, reformed or eliminated, 
in a just and equitable way, reducing them by at 
least US$ 500 billion per year, including all of the 
most harmful subsidies, and ensure that 
incentives, including public and private economic 
and regulatory incentives, are aimed at being 
either positive or neutral for biodiversity. 

Redirect, repurpose, reform or eliminate 
incentives harmful for biodiversity, in a just and 
equitable way, reducing them by at least US$ 500 
billion per year, including all of the most harmful 
subsidies, and ensure that incentives, including 
public and private economic and regulatory 
incentives, are either positive or neutral for 
biodiversity. 

Target 19   
Increase financial resources from all sources to 
at least US$ 200 billion per year, including new, 
additional and effective financial resources, 
increasing by at least US$ 10 billion per year 
international financial flows to developing 
countries, leveraging private finance, and 
increasing domestic resource mobilization, 
taking into account national biodiversity 
finance planning, and strengthen capacity-
building and technology transfer and scientific 
cooperation, to meet the needs for 
implementation, commensurate with the 
ambition of the goals and targets of the 
framework.  
 

Increase financial resources from all sources to at 
least [US$ 200 billion per year], including new, 
additional and effective financial resources, 
increasing by at least US$ 10 billion per year 
international financial flows to developing 
countries, leveraging private finance, and 
increasing domestic resource mobilization, taking 
into account national biodiversity finance 
planning, and strengthen capacity-building and 
technology transfer and scientific cooperation, to 
meet the needs for implementation, 
commensurate with the ambition of the goals 
and targets of the framework. 

Increase financial resources from all sources to 
by at least US$ 200 billion per year, including 
new, additional and effective financial 
resources, increasing by at least US$ 10 billion 
per year international financial flows to 
developing countries, leveraging private 
finance, and increasing domestic resource 
mobilization, taking into account national 
biodiversity finance planning, and strengthen 
capacity-building and technology transfer and 
scientific cooperation, to meet the needs for 
implementation, commensurate with the 
ambition of the goals and targets of the 
framework.  
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Thank you again for the opportunity to provide this detailed guidance to the Federal Government’s 
preparation of the Australian Delegation position for the Post-2020 Global Biodiversity Framework. 

ALCA looks forward to providing ongoing and constructive support to the Government to secure the 
urgent and much-needed biodiversity, ecosystem and environmental outcomes for Australia and the 
globe. 

 

Australian Land Conservation Alliance 


