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2022-23 October Budget: Response from the Australian Land Conservation Alliance (ALCA) 

Australia’s recent State of Environment Report describes our environment as “poor and deteriorating 

as a result of increasing pressures from climate change, habitat loss, invasive species, pollution and 

resource extraction”, and that “social, environmental and economic impacts [from this decline] are 

already apparent”. 

Global and Australian reports highlight that half of our economic output is moderately or highly 

dependent on nature. 

However, despite the direct and majority contribution of our natural environment to Australia’s social, 

economic and cultural prosperity, protecting, managing and restoring our deteriorating environment 

continues to be structurally underfunded. 

Quotes that are attributable to Dr Jody Gunn, ALCA CEO 

On the economic budget 

“Whilst this Budget does point Australia in the right direction, delivering on election commitments such 

as native species recovery, the Great Barrier Reef, Indigenous Protected Areas and Landcare 

Rangers, the Government has not yet delivered the real funding that is required to address Australia’s 

structural environmental deficit. However, hopefully these commitments are the down-payment on 

closing that deficit.” 

On the wellbeing budget 

“The wellbeing focus in this Budget is a very welcome development in recognising the intrinsic, 

cultural, social and economic value of the environment to all Australians.” 

“Tracking the International Union for Conservation of Nature’s Red List Index and Australia’s 

greenhouse gas emissions are a positive start to a more holistic approach that we expect the 

Government to develop for its budget in May 2023.” 

 

About ALCA 

The Australian Land Conservation Alliance is the peak national body representing organisations that 

work to conserve, manage and restore nature on privately managed land. We represent our members 

and supporters to grow the impact, capacity and influence of private land conservation to achieve a 

healthy and resilient Australia. 

ALCA member land conservation efforts stretch across over 3 million square kilometres with more 

than 4,000 landholders. We have over 70,000 supporters and our combined annual turnover exceeds 

$260 million. 
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Together ALCA and its members address some of the most pressing conservation issues across the 

country, including restoring endangered ecosystems, building the protected area estate, tackling 

invasive species, expanding private conservation finance and funding, and using nature-based 

solutions to tackle climate change. 

Through their active land management, ALCA member organisations are deeply embedded in 

regional communities and economies, providing jobs, securing significant regional investment, and 

safeguarding remaining native habitat, with its many positive spillover effects for community, 

wellbeing and food security. We seek to demonstrate the role and value of private land conservation 

as a cornerstone of the Australian economy. 
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For media inquiries about ALCA or private land conservation, or to arrange an interview with Dr Gunn, 

contact Allyson Starky, ALCA Communication and Engagement Lead  
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