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Travis Anklam is a facilitator based in Missoula, Montana. He serves as the Projects and Education Coordinator at the Center for Natural
Resources & Environmental Resources – a public service center within the University of Montana – ¬connecting people to tackle
complex problems and care for their landscapes and communities. He also co-instructs the Center’s Natural Resources Conflict
Resolution graduate certificate program, supporting emerging leaders from diverse backgrounds as they pursue careers in collaborative
stewardship. Prior to joining the Center, Travis received an MS in Environmental Studies and a graduate certificate in Natural Resources
Conflict Resolution from the University of Montana. 

Travis regularly works with state and federal agencies, tribes, non-governmental organizations, local governments, and communities
across the western United States to address a range of natural resource conflicts and challenges. He also contributes to several regional
networks, including the Western Collaborative Conservation Network, the California Landscape Stewardship Network, and the
Roundtable on the Crown of the Continent. Travis is committed to fostering the collaborative leadership needed to equitably tackle
wicked problems and is a co-founder of the practitioner-focused collaborative skills training program, Collaborating Well.

SEAN APPOO

Bláthnaid has spent two decades working in Treasury roles across various sectors with a large component of that time as Group
Treasurer at AGL Energy where she completed a $600m Sustainability Linked Loan at the end of 2019. In the same year, Bláthnaid was
awarded Fellowship with the Australian Corporate Treasury Association.

Following her passion for nature and the environment, she took up the role of Director, Sustainable Finance at Commbank at the start of
2021, where she helps clients demonstrate their ESG commitments through the use of Sustainable Financing solutions. 
In the NFP sector, Bláthnaid works as the Treasurer for the Australian committee of the IUCN and as a Governor with WWF Australia.

bLáTHNAID bYRNE

Sean is a proud Murri Man descended from the Kabi Kabi and Birra Gubba Nations, with a bit of Danish and Sri Lankan thrown in. He was
born and grew up on Goreng Goreng Country where he was shown a great life amongst my family and peers. 

Sean has worked in construction, mining, agriculture, retail, hospitality, health, corporate, government, and community sectors. For the
past 20 years he has worked almost exclusively in the Aboriginal Community Controlled sector in health, consultancy and business
development roles. 

Through all this life experience and study in health, management, and business development Sean has developed strong skills in
community engagement, business development, research, and program design/implementation/evaluation. He is passionate about
social justice; Indigenous knowledge and excellence; and business development with his Mob, by his Mob.

Director, Sustainable Finance & ESG

COMMONWEALTH BANK

Project Manager

ABORIGINAL CARBON FOUNDATION
 

Projects and Education Coordinator, Center for
Natural Resources & Environmental Policy

UNIVERSITY OF MONTANA

 



rachael cavanagh

Rachael is a Minyungbal wajung from the Bundjalung/Yugambeh Nations of South East Qld and Northern NSW. Rachael’s passion for her
People, Country and Culture is embedded in everything she does. With 20 years’ experience working in the environmental sector,
Rachael is currently working in the Senior Leadership Team at Firesticks Alliance Indigenous Corporation and is the Principle Cultural
Heritage Advisor for Currie Country Foundation and the executive Officer for Yabulgu. Rachael studied at Deakin University with an
undergraduate degree in Health and postgraduate in Natural and Cultural Resource Management. She has extensive knowledge in
Aboriginal Cultural heritage, contemporary and Traditional Land Management, Cultural Fire Practices, Fire Fighter, Community
Engagement and Stakeholder Relations. 

Rachael's diverse professional background includes working within government, the private sector and non-government agencies.
Rachael has most recently been active in her local community, providing strategic advice by serving on a variety boards and advisory
groups. She is currently a Member on the Board of Forest Stewardship Council Australia FSCANZ and Chair of the Clarence Valley
Women’s Refuge. Rachael is guided by her elders and is a Cultural Advisor to many schools and community groups, providing support in
building capacity and empowering Aboriginal communities by brokering training and development opportunities in First Nation
Communities

Lucy grew up exploring the mangroves of Far North Queensland and went on to study Environmental Science and Data Science at James
Cook University. As North Queensland Airport’s Environment Manager, Lucy leads the company’s initiatives to reduce carbon emissions
and build climate change resilience, reduce waste and water use, enhance biodiversity, and prevent pollution across the airport
campuses. 

Lucy is also a Non-executive Director on the board of Terrain NRM, a crisis support volunteer with Lifeline Australia, a foster care
support worker, and a wildlife carer with FNQ Wildlife Rescue. 

LUCY FRIEND

Heath is the Co-Founder and Chief Marketing Officer at Wilderlands, a new startup providing the simplest way to start protecting
Australia's biodiversity; one square metre at a time. He has spent the past 15 years working across the sport, not-for-profit, startup, and
education sectors, whilst also launching several startups, becoming a Coach of Seth Godin’s altMBA and being a 2021 Scholar of The
Marketing Academy. 

He has worked for major organisations including the University of Melbourne and their innovation precinct Melbourne Connect, the
Melbourne Accelerator Program, Blockchain Australia, World Vision Australia, AFL Players’ Association, World Championship Sports
Network (WCSN), VicSport and many more. 

Heath loves working with people and partners passionate about protecting the planet and believes Wilderlands can play an important
role in helping individuals and organisations take action today. 
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For the last 2 years, Nick has been leading Bush Heritage’s strategy development, strategic partnerships and its work in the agricultural
sector. Building on experience in commercial and not for profit roles, Nick is passionate about the opportunity for large scale impact to
be achieved through both conventional and new approaches. 

These new approaches can be diverse including what is done, how is done and how it is funded. Nick is particularly positive about the
opportunity for Bush Heritage’s vision of Healthy Country, Protected Forever, being achieved in partnership with the agricultural sector
through the understanding, monitoring and improving of natural capital.
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Gillian is the Director of Natural Capital Strategy & Investment in Queensland’s Department of Environment and Science. She has been
with the Department since January 2020, delivering the Land Restoration Fund and the Natural Capital Program, working across all
areas of natural capital markets and investments including the carbon market, Reef Credits and the Queensland Natural Capital Fund.

 Prior to joining the LRF in January 2020, Gillian worked as a property economist and valuer, advising and delivering asset portfolio
strategies, projects and programs for government and the private sector.

Director, Natural Capital Programs,

QUEENSLAND DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENT
AND SCIENCE

Marnie is currently the Acting Statewide Operations Manager for Trust for Nature. When she’s not in that role, she leads Trust for
Nature's conservation markets programs - including the Revolving Fund, Biodiversity Offsets Program, restoration program, and
conservation finance initiatives. Marnie has participated in two separate US-based fellowships addressing alternative funding streams
for nature conservation: the Kinship Conservation Fellows program and The Nature Conservancy’s Coda and Barbara Thomas Fellowship
program. Before joining Trust for Nature, Marnie worked as an environmental and planning lawyer in Los Angeles and in conservation
organisations near Seattle. 

Marnie started her career as a lawyer in Victoria, and is a graduate of the Australian Institute of Company Directors. She's also served as
School Council President at her children's school and on the board of a community organisation.

Statewide Operations Manager

TRUST FOR NATURE

Jody is committed to the conservation of land, water and culture at national and international scales. She is a conservation scientist
with executive level management experience spanning over two decades. Jody’s career has included academia, non-government and
government organisations, with a Bachelor of Science from the University of Melbourne, Australia and a PhD from Anglia Ruskin
University in Cambridge, UK.

Prior to joining ALCA, Jody was an Executive Manager for Bush Heritage Australia, during which time she oversaw the expansion of Bush
Heritage Australia’s Reserves and partnerships, the delivery and expansion of a private land stewardship program on agricultural land,
and strengthened aboriginal partnerships across Bush Heritage’s portfolios across south east Australia. Previous positions have
included Joint Management planning for Parks and Wildlife Commission in the Northern Territory, and Conservation Partnerships
Manager for Fauna & Flora International.
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Melissa sinclair

Kate Smillie has been Manager, BCT Private Land Conservation Programs since 2017, prior to recently moving into the role of Director,
Partnerships and Investments to head up a newly established branch within the BCT. Kate has more than 15 years’ experience working in
private land conservation in NSW. She formerly worked with the Nature Conservation Trust of NSW in policy development and has a
degree in law, post graduate studies in Environmental Science and Conservation Land Management qualifications.

Co-Director, Partnerships and Investments 

NSW BIODIVERSITY CONSERVATION TRUST

Melissa has an interdisciplinary background with over 10 years’ experience in environmental policy and human rights frameworks,
participatory place-based sustainable development and Indigenous bio-cultural resource management. Melissa has worked in a range of
roles in Cape York including with Balkanu Cape York Development Corporation, Empowered Communities and led a National
Environment Research Project. Between 2010 and 2015, Melissa supported the establishment of the Southern Wik Traditional Owner
organisation Aak Puul Ngantam Cape York.
 
Melissa holds a Masters of Environmental Management, a Masters of International Relations and Bachelor of Arts in Communications
and is completing a Masters of Business Administration Social Impact.
 
Melissa is currently the General Manager – Shared Value Partnerships and Impacts and is responsible for strategy and partnership
establishment and management for APN Cape York. Currently the focus is in on effective agreement making for landscape-wide
management, governance and benefit sharing.
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Simon operates at the intersection of economics, finance and sustainability and has extensive international experience as an economic
adviser, investment analyst and sustainability consultant across finance, corporate and not for profit sectors.
Simon works with RIAA’s 450+ member organisations with the goal of delivering on RIAA’s mission of promoting, advocating for, and
supporting approaches to responsible investment that align capital with achieving a healthy and sustainable society, environment and
economy.

Simon is active across the region and internationally in responsible investment and sustainable finance initiatives. He sits as an advisory
member to the Australian Sustainable Finance Institute, working group member of the Toitū Tahua Centre for Sustainable Finance, Chair
of the Global Sustainable Investment Alliance, as well as a member of the National Advisory Board on Impact Investing in New Zealand.
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LAURA WATERFORD

Director 

POLLINATION

Laura is a Director at Pollination. Laura’s work focusses on nature-positive corporate strategy and policy, and opportunities in the
natural capital and nature-based solutions space. Laura advises clients on nature-related risks and opportunities and is a member of the
Responsible Investment Association of Australasia’s nature risk working group. She is also a member of the World Economic Forum and
Taskforce for Nature Markets working groups on voluntary biodiversity credit markets. 

Prior to joining Pollination, Laura was a climate and environmental lawyer at leading national and international law firms and she was a
finalist in the Lawyers Weekly 30 Under 30 Awards in the Planning & Environment category in 2020-2022.

Adrian has more than almost two decades experience in managing projects and organisations (private and public sectors) that have
delivered significant and innovative environmental market and natural capital solutions in Australia and internationally. He is a former
Australian Registered Government Greenhouse & Energy and holds a PhD in Ecological Economics and Environmental Finance. He is a
Member of the Australian Institute of Company Directors.

Justin draws on his knowledge of policy, economics, strategy and finance to deliver insights that guide better investment decision-
making. Justin has 15 years of experience working in the water and natural resource management sector in Australia and internationally
and has worked with the public, private and not-for-profit sectors.

Justin is passionate about the opportunities to value, fund and finance natural capital and leads Aither’s natural capital investment
services. In this role he supports clients through environmental market policy and design, economic analysis, program strategy and
evaluation, business cases and financing advice for natural capital investments in multiple domains including water, coasts, forestry,
biodiversity, agriculture and land management. 

Prior to joining Aither, Justin most recently worked as Senior Policy Advisor to the Minister for Water and Forestry, Western Australia
where he provided policy and strategy advice on water and irrigated agricultural development. 

Justin has qualifications in Science and Environmental Engineering, for which he was awarded the Centre for Groundwater Studies
Honours Prize. He was also awarded National Dux of his post-graduate studies in Applied Finance and is a Graduate of the Australian
Institute of Company Directors.
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