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Dear Land and Public Works Legislation team, 

RE: Submission on the consultation draft of the Land and Public Works Legislation 
Amendment Bill 2022 (WA) 

The Australian Land Conservation Alliance (ALCA) welcomes the opportunity to provide a submission 
to the Western Australian Government’s consultation draft of the Land and Public Works Legislation 
Amendment Bill 2022 (WA). 

Please note that ALCA is happy for this submission to be published in full. 

About the Australian Land Conservation Alliance  

The Australian Land Conservation Alliance is the peak national body representing organisations that 
work to conserve, manage and restore nature on privately managed land. We represent our members 
and supporters to grow the impact, capacity and influence of private land conservation to achieve a 
healthy and resilient Australia. Our eleven members are (with those operating in WA in bold):  

 Australian Wildlife Conservancy  

 Biodiversity Conservation Trust NSW  

 Bush Heritage Australia  

 Greening Australia 

 Landcare Australia  

 Nature Foundation 

 Queensland Trust for Nature  

 South Endeavour Trust  

 Tasmanian Land Conservancy  

 The Nature Conservancy Australia  

 Trust for Nature (Victoria) 

ALCA land conservation efforts stretch across over 3 million square kilometres with more than 4,000 
landholders. We have over 70,000 supporters and our combined annual turnover exceeds $260 million. 
Together ALCA and its members address some of the most pressing conservation issues across the 
country, including restoring endangered ecosystems, building the protected area estate, tackling 
invasive species, expanding private conservation finance and funding and using nature-based solutions 
to tackle climate change. 

Through their active land management, ALCA member organisations are deeply embedded in rural 
communities and economies, providing jobs, securing significant regional investment, and safeguarding 
remaining native habitat, with its many positive spillover effects for community, wellbeing, and food 
security. We seek to demonstrate the role and value of private land conservation as a cornerstone of 
the Australian economy. 

ALCA has two members who currently hold pastoral leases and manage land for conservation within 
Western Australia: the Australian Wildlife Conservancy and Bush Heritage Australia. 

Some ALCA members are statutory entities; the views expressed in this submission do not necessarily 
represent the views of the Government administering those statutory entities. 



 

 

 

Summary 

ALCA strongly recommends that the conservation sector’s core recommendations in its earlier 
submission to the Proposed Policy Framework Guiding the Use of Diversification Leases on Crown 
Land be substantively addressed in the current draft legislation. 

These core recommendations were and remain: 

1. As a minimum, the existing and future, long-term conservation investments in the 
Western Australian conservation estate by conservation landholders should be 
protected in any reform to the Land Administration Act 1997 (WA). 

2. That the Government, either by contractual agreement or legislation, provides a clear 
guarantee that existing and future long-term investments in conservation under pastoral 
lease will be guaranteed to continue – and not be subject to alternative land uses without 
their consent – should they be expected or required to convert to a diversification lease. 

3. Conservation land use needs to be considered of parallel and not subsidiary importance 
to other land use types and there should be a mechanism which recognises that in some 
cases, the trade-offs favour environmental benefits to Western Australia. 

ALCA is keen to ensure that the essential interests of at-scale biodiversity conservation in Western 
Australia – interests that are dramatically in the broader public interest of all Western Australians – are 
considered and addressed in the final version of the bill. 

Detailed recommendations 

1. ALCA supports the inclusion of section 92F for diversification leases to, at minimum, mirror 
environmental management requirements for pastoral leases under s108. 

2. ALCA supports the amendments to section 97 (d) and (e) that require these Board 
appointments to be made on the recommendation of the relevant Minister. 

3. In the absence of the current approach to allow exclusive tenure for conservation land use 
under the proposed diversification lease, that a conservation permit for pastoral leases be 
created under Part 7 – Pastoral Leases, Division 5 (e.g. “Biodiversity conservation, permit 
for”), that would enable leased land to be used for conservation without a requirement for the 
land to be used for pastoral purposes (e.g to run stock as per the section 93 definition). 

4. As possible alternative to Recommendation 3 above, that s122 (1) be amended to: 

122. Non-pastoral use etc. of enclosed or improved land or land managed for 
biodiversity conservation, permit for 

(1) The Board may, on the application of a pastoral lessee, issue a permit for the lessee 
to use specified land under the lease for any non-pastoral purposes if the land has 
been enclosed or improved or managed for biodiversity conservation. 

It may be that if this construction is adopted, it would require further definition of ‘managed for 
biodiversity conservation’ or ‘biodiversity conservation’. 

5. That section 111A be amended to explicitly clarify that the Board may determine the maximum 
number of permitted stock to be zero; for example:  

“The Board may from time to time determine the minimum and maximum numbers, 
which may include zero, and the distribution of permitted stock to be carried on land 
under a pastoral lease.” 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Thank you again for the opportunity to contribute to the Western Australian Government’s consultation 
on the draft Land and Public Works Legislation Amendment Bill 2022 (WA). 

ALCA looks forward to ongoing engagement with the Western Australian Government to ensure that its 
amendments to Land Administration Act 1997 deliver for conservation leaseholders and guarantee 
existing investments in conservation on Crown land. 

 

Australian Land Conservation Alliance 


